
WATERFOWL 
IDENTIFICATION 

IN THE 
CENTRAL 

FLYWAY 

Published 
by the 

CENTRAL FLYWAY 
WATERFOWL COUNCIL 

413011_kp2.qxp  6/25/04  5:21 PM  Page 1





3 

WATERFOWL IDENTIFICATION 
IN THE 

CENTRAL FLYWAY 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Colorado Oklahoma 
Kansas South Dakota 
Montana Texas 
Nebraska Wyoming 
New Mexico Alberta 
North Dakota Saskatchewan 

Northwest Territories 

published by the 
CENTRAL FLYWAY WATERFOWL 

COUNCIL 

www.centralflyway.org 

First Printing 1974 
Second Printing (Revised 1986) 
Third Printing 1989 
Fourth Printing 1994 
Fifth Printing 1999 
Sixth Printing 2004 
Seventh Printing 2010 

This booklet was published with funds derived from state 
hunting license sales and the federal excise taxes on 

sporting arms and ammunition. 

PLEASE REPORT ALL RECOVERED LEG BANDS 
1-800-327-BAND 

www.reportband.gov 

468278_kp1:413011_kp1.qxd  6/22/10  11:30 AM  Page 3

https://www.reportband.gov
https://www.centralflyway.org


4 

Introduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 
Waterfowl Management . . . . .7 
Topography of a Duck  . . . . . .9 
Puddle Duck 
Characteristics  . . . . . . . . . . .10 
Diving Duck 
Characteristics  . . . . . . . . . . .10 
PUDDLE DUCKS 

Mallard  . . . . . . . . . . . .12-13 
Black Duck  . . . . . . . . . . . .14 
Mottled Duck  . . . . . . . . . .14 
Mexican Duck  . . . . . . . . . .14 
Pintail  . . . . . . . . . . . . .16-17 
Gadwall  . . . . . . . . . . . .18-19 
American Wigeon  . . . .20-21 
Shoveler  . . . . . . . . . . . .22-23 
Wood Duck . . . . . . . . . .24-25 
Green-winged Teal  . . .26-27 
Blue-winged Teal  . . . . . . .28 
Cinnamon Teal  . . . . . . . . .29 
Fulvous Tree Duck  . . . . . .30 
Black-bellied Tree Duck . .30 
American Coot  . . . . . . . . .30 

DIVING DUCKS 
Canvasback  . . . . . . . . .32-33 

Redhead  . . . . . . . . . . . .34-35 
Lesser Scaup  . . . . . . . .36-37 
Ring-necked Duck  . . . .38-39 
Bufflehead  . . . . . . . . . .40-41 
Common Goldeneye  . . . . .42 
Barrow’s Goldeneye  . . . . .43 
Ruddy Duck  . . . . . . . . .44-45 

Hooded Merganser  . . . . .46-47 
Common Merganser  . . . .48-49 
White-fronted Goose  . . . . . .50 
Canada Goose . . . . . . . . . . . .51 
Snow Goose . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52 
Ross’ Goose  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52 
Blue Goose  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53 
Whistling Swan  . . . . . . . . . .54 
Trumpeter Swan  . . . . . . . . .55 
Whooping Crane . . . . . . . . . .56 
Sandhill Crane  . . . . . . . . . . .56 
Great Blue Heron . . . . . . . . .57 
Great Egret . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57 
White Pelican  . . . . . . . . . . . .58 
Double-Crested 
Cormorant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58 
Comparative Sizes of 
some Water Birds  . . . . . . . . .59 

CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
The Central Flyway Waterfowl Council wishes to thank the 

many individuals involved in the collection of material for and 
preparation of this identification guide. Particular thanks go to 
artist Donald A. Soderlund, who created the color illustrations 
for this book, and to the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish 
and Parks’ Information and Eduction Section for coordinating 
the original publication. The Council also wishes to thank the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of Interior, for 
use of the small black and white flight illustrations of various 
species from its publication, “Ducks at a Distance.” Finally, spe-
cial appreciation goes to Duane Westerholt of the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission for  his black and white illustrations of the 
“big white birds”. 

413011_kp.qxd  6/3/04  1:12 PM  Page 4























MOTTLED DUCK (SUMMER  MALLARD, BLACK) 

BLACK DUCK, (BLACK MALLARD, BLACK) 

MEXICAN DUCK 
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FULVOUS TREE DUCK (MEXICAN SQUEALER) 

BLACK-BELLIED TREE DUCK 
(PE-CHE-CHE-NE DUCK) 

COOT (MUD HEN, POULE D’EAU) 
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